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The Study on Free Trade Agreements in Thailand ;
Phloenphan Khetkan ?

Abstract

The Study on Free Trade Agreements in Thailand aims to follow up the progression
of Thailand Free Trade Agreements with trade partners both countries and economic groups
including the impacts on livestock trade of the completed free trade agreements to use as
the lesson for further free trade agreement making in the future.

The study result indicates that during 2544 — 2555 Thailand has performed seventeen
agreements with ten countries and three economic groups which are Thailand - Australia
Free Trade Agreement (TAFTA), Thailand - New Zealand Closer Economic Partnership
(TNZCEP), Japan-Thailand Economic Partnership Agreement (JTEPA), Agreement on Closer
Economic Partnership between the Republic of Peru and the Kingdom of Thailand, ASEAN —
Republic of Korea Free Trade Agreement (AKFTA), ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (AJCEP), Agreement Establishing the ASEAN — Australia — New Zealand Free Trade
Area (AMNZFTA), Aereement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between ASEAN and
China (ACFTA), India = Thailand Free Trade Area (ITFTA), ASEAN — India Free Trade Agreement
(AIFTA), Thailand - EU Free Trade Agreerent, Thai — EFTA Free Trade Agreement, Thai - Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Free Trade Area,
Thailand - Chile Free Trade Agreement, Thailand - US. Free Trade Agreement, Thailand - Bharain
Free Trade Agreement and ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA). However there are only three
completed agreements that affect livestock trade which are TAFTA, TNZCEP and JTEPA.
TAFTA and TNZCEP affect Thailand’s livestock importation because they have quota and
zero rate tariff on certain sensitive livestock products which Thailand has the commit to
freely import them when the agreements will come into effect in 2025. This will finally affect
domestic livestock production especially on meat, dairy and their products. On the other
hand, JTEPA provides benefit to Thailand because most of Thai livestock products can be
exported to Japan.

Further study recommendation are the following asreements will be rather bilateral
than multilateral agreements since the agreements can be completed in shorter time and
fulfill the benefit. Apart from the agreements on tariff barrier decreasing it would be
considered non-tariff barriers e.g. special phytosanitary safeguard measures (SPS) which will

be the main obstacles to Thailand’s livestock trade in the future.

' Research Paper No. 57 (2) - 0211 - 081

? Bureau of Livestock Extension and Development



