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Productivity, Economic Return and Well-Being Happiness of Fattening Cattle

Farmers in Farmers in Prajubchirikhan Provinces

Norachai Sahavitsit” Sahab Sangsuwan® Tida Comsangthong” and Suvit Boonprong”

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to examine productivity, economic return and well-being
happiness of smallholder cattle farmers in Prajubchirikhan provinces, Thailand. The 110 samples
were interviewed from January to May 2016. The results showed that farmers kept fattening cattle
with the average 7.45 animals per household. They had experiences in raising cattle with the
average 16.58 years. The majority of cattle breeds were Charolaise-Brahman-Thai indigenous
crossbreds. Their cattle rearing models were raising cattle between >6 to 12 months (43.94%) and
short-term between 3 to 6 months (31.52%) for modern trade marketing. The majority of their
animals were kept by imprisoning in the pens (39.16%). The grasslands owned by farmers for raising
were 5.47 Rai per family. The majority of farmers grew grass for their animals with Napier Pakchong
1 grass. The roughage which farmers reserved for their cattle in malnutrition period was pineapple
peel. The most farmers kept their cattle with concentrates and mineral supplements. All animals
of farmers were vaccinated twice a year with 72.73% once a year with 18.18%, and occasionally
vaccinated with 9.09%. In the term of parasites control, the cattle were treated for endo-parasites
twice a year with 62.73%, once a year with 30.91% and occasionally treated with 6.36%. The selling
of beef cattle was found that they sold their cattle when animals were between 1 to <2 years old
followed by of 2 to <3 years. In the terms of production cost it was found that their average cost
of productions was 38,910.97 Baht per head. The income from selling cattle were 43,865.35 Baht
per animal. They sold 7.45 animals in 2016, and the incomes from those were 326,796.85 Baht per
family. Moreover, they sold cattle manure 1.25 Baht per kg. Each farmer sold total manures of
8,875.45 kg, and the incomes from those were 11,094.30 Baht. In the terms of economic return it
was found that farmers. Thus, income from selling cattle and cattle manure were 337,891.16 Baht
per family. The net profits were 48,004.44 Baht per family. The problems and obstacles on raising
cattle of those farmers in descending order were as follows: lacking the area for raising cattle,
expensive breeding stock, lacking of soft loans, limitation of breeders and proper size of beef
cattle, lacking varieties of forage crops with high quality, high price of concentrates, low interest
loans for the farmers, poor conception in artificial insemination and lacking of knowledge for
management in farm. A study on well-being happiness and happiness level showed that the
farmers had well-being happiness in economic and health which were at high level. They had well-
being happiness in families, in social and in cultural beliefs at a very high level. Moreover, their

happiness was at a high level.
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